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Executive Summary

The content of this report is an appraisal of the magnitude of street children
in Uganda by Street Children NGOS Network (SCNN) in Partnership with
Kids in Need (KIN). The case study was drawn from six urban areas of
Kampala, Masaka, Luwero, Mbarara, Mbale and Busia. The study sought to
add to the voices of street children within Uganda to the discourse on
children’s rights, so as to arouse interest in people of all walks of life to the
cause of street children and think critically about the contextual
understandings of a street child (and childhood). It also sought to examine
the push and pull factors and the historical trends explaining the presence of
children on the street. The other objectives were to:

* Make a appraisal on the actors and responses to street children (in policy,

practice, adequacy and relevancy)

* Critically examine if a child on the streets has similar rights with the child

in a normal family set up and whether rights are observed.

* Propose possible recommendations to the solution of the problem of street
children. To include grounded recommendations from the literature, the
practitioners and visions of street children themselves for future

responses.

The study found out that the magnitude of street children problem in Uganda is
entrenched in the gross violation of children’s rights. The violation of children’s
rights and deprivation of a normal childhood growth doesn’t stop at family level

but goes to communities and the government levels.

The study found out that enormity of the mayhem committed by the cruel

people is so great that a number of children have suffered at their hands. Some
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children have resorted to running to streets while those who have persevered
have faced physical and psychological torture whereby most children are burnt,

battered and others suffer defilement.

This study also documented what has been going on in lobby and advocacy for
children’s rights by highlighting the laws in place and the loopholes they carry
with them. The importance of children’s rights is borne out of the fact that many
children have been involved in acts of cruelty, violence, torture and abuse that
deprive them of their rights. Although they are entitled to their rights by virtue
of being human, children’s rights especially for those on the streets have quite

often been violated.

The study confirmed that the government agents; the police and the Special
Protection Servicemen (formerly LDUs) are among the perpetrators of these
violations. Other perpetrators include parents, step parents and guardians. The
research also confirmed that the government of Uganda has made major steps in
the policy and legal arena in so far as giving effect to the rights of a child is
concerned. Nonetheless, the position on the ground is far from satisfactory. The
social, political, economic and cultural structures that are expected to implement
policy and enforce the law are still in most parts, dominated by those who have
little regard for children’s rights. A lot remains to be done to address these
hindrances and operationise the Constitutional provisions that guarantee the

children’s rights.

The research makes a number of recommendations to the government t of
Uganda and other actors, which if followed would help consolidate the gains
made with respect to children’s rights by curbing down the magnitude of the

problem of street children in Uganda.
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1. Introduction and Background

In realization of the street children problem and the diverse nature of trends
emerging, and committed to providing flexible and responsive services, Street
Children NGOS Network (SCNN) in Partnership with Kids in Need (KIN)
commissioned a study on the magnitude of street children problem in Uganda.
The study sought to make a rapid appraisal of the factors behind the present

magnitude and trends.

Street children exist in many major cities, especially in developing countries, and
they may be a subject of abuse, neglect, exploitation, or even in extreme cases
murder by '"clean up squads" hired by local businesses as Vardy P. & Grosch

(1997:187) observed;

In July 1993 roving death squad made up of off duty andretired  police
men opened fire on a group of street children who were sleeping rough
near a church in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Seven children aged between
eight and fifteen were killed. According to estimates two children a day
are killed by such death squads whose job it is to clear the streets of this
“human debris”.

This situation is not very far from Uganda. Members of society have lost

patience with street children.

Uganda has one of the highest fertility rates in the world and over half of the
population is under 18 years. Whereas northern region has the highest Orphans
and vulnerable children (OVC) rates, child suffering is prevalent across the
country. It is estimated that at national level, (OVC) account for 45.3% of which 2
million are orphaned children (2007 State of Uganda Population Report). Most of
those children live under difficult circumstances being affected by abject poverty,
environmental degradation, neglect, hazardous work, armed conflict, drug
abuse, domestic strife, broken homes, moral degradation, civil strife, AIDS and

other diseases, violation of children rights and problems resulting from
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illegitimacy. Much as we talk of human rights and the law on the side of adults

much should be said about children’s rights and laws to protect them.

Children are most vulnerable members of our society yet the future of our
country lies in their hands. When one talks of the children, someone thinks of the
child in a home. Conversely, there are children such as street children, whom the
society condemns by either ignoring their presence or simply regarding them as
indiscipline children, vagabonds or out-casts of the society. Many people do not
realize that these children have rights to protect. The question of which law

protects them does not arise!

The most important form of protection for children comes from the family. The
local community, the state and other child welfare Agencies come in when
children needs are not met by the family. The state’s concern for children as
exhibited in a wide range of statutes, which regulate their relationships with
their parents and wider society, is highly appreciated. Nevertheless street
children problem is spreading like wild fire even to rural areas where there are
no streets. Some questions stand out such as. Can streets bear children? What

name shall we give to the roving children in rural areas?

1.1 Objectives of the Study

The specific objectives of the study were the following:

* To examine the push and pull factors which explain the trends and
presence of children on the streets;

* To arouse interest in people of all walks of life to the cause of street
children and think critically about the contextual understandings of street

child (and childhood);
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* To make a appraisal on the actors and responses to street children (in

policy, practice, adequacy and relevancy);

* To critically examine if a child on the streets has similar rights with the
child in a normal family setup and whether rights are observed.

* To propose possible recommendations to the solution of the problem of
street children. To include grounded recommendations from the
literature, the practitioners and visions of street children themselves for
future responses.

1.2 Significance and Justification of the Study

The relationship of the public and the street children would be improved. They
would no longer treat them as if they were less human being when the factors
that force them to streets are identified. This study would be an eye opener to
legislators to think critically about the problem of street children and put it under

their consideration.

This study would be significant to non governmental organizations dealing with
street children in solving some of the problems which have been hitherto,
without solutions. The study would be very significant to street children
themselves because the solutions and recommendations made by the research

enhance the observance and promotion of their rights.

As a justification, the study on street children was carried out at this time not any
other because many studies had been carried out, but left a gap. Some studies
have been done about street children but none of them bridges the gap between

the laws charged with protection of children’s rights, the family and the
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government. This was the right time for this study to come in and bridge this

gap.

1.3 Methodology

Using participatory rural appraisal tools, a combination of primary field and
secondary sources of data were consulted for the findings. Hereunder is a

detailed elaboration of the methodology.
1.3.1. Study Design

The study adopted a descriptive approach by undertaking field work and
reviews of documents on details of what already exists in experiences of and
portrayals of the conditions of street children in Uganda in the real life, policy
and academic literature that is available in the specific districts of the country
and in relevant international contexts as a whole. The latter were mostly accessed

using the reputable internet sources such as the UNICEF and WHO websites.

1.3.2 Audiences and tools for data collection

The descriptive analyses were then enriched with correlation of existing
knowledge through triangulation with interviews with a cross section of the

following officials:

e Probation Officers and other relevant officials in child-based organizations
in the selected districts (from local governments down to NGOs and
CBOs). The key tools used here were Key Informant’s Interviews,

observation and reviews of documentary sources.

e Public homes and other child care, protection and treatment centres in
sample districts, e.g. the police, the child rehabilitation homes or
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delinquent prisons, etc. Here too the tools used were key informants

interviews, observation and reviews of documentary sources.

Individual, group and focus group interviews were then held with street
children themselves selected purposively by different social
categorizations (given their disabilities, socioeconomic, cultural and
gendered backgrounds) to understand their unique push and pull
experiences and future aspirations. This was complimented with
observation as a tool for understanding the environment in which

children lived.

This was capped with in-depth interrogation of policy and regulatory
literature on children’s rights, care and protection and theories with street

children as the target group.

The researchers however, had a major problem of illusiveness of respondents.

Nevertheless information was collected. Respondents especially street children

were at first reluctant to tell their stories but after hours of familiarity they let

open their hearts. Consequently, most of the findings are relayed as voices

through first hand reported speech as quoted or interpreted from their sources.

1.3.3 Area and Duration of the Study

The study was conducted in six districts located in central (Kampala), southern

(Masaka and Luweero), western (Mbarara), and eastern (Busia and Mbale)

Uganda. The study was conducted for a duration of one month commencing in

mid November and ended in late mid December 2008.
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2. Conceptual Issues on Street Children

2.1. Understanding Street Children

Although part of the wider rubric of children called orphans and vulnerable
children (OVCs), street children depart from the rest because they are specifically
known to live on streets and especially streets of developing urban settings.
According to UNICEF it is estimated that globally there are some 150 million
children that are living on the streets. Most children on the streets are between
the ages of about 5 and 18 years old, and their populace varies between different

cities.

Street children are said to be what they are mainly because most of them are
deprived of family care and protection. Combinations of family crises such as
domestic violence, child abuse, divorces and breakages, migrations and
dislocations negatively impact on child care and protection. However, this is not
to also negate some self driven street child cases of difficult or truanted children
who may flee homes, schools and other guardianships in search of pleasure or
out of psychosocial problems. Therefore, street children are those that are not
taken care of by parents or other protective guardians and they live in

abandoned buildings, cardboard boxes, parks or on the street pavement itself.
2.2. Defining Street Children

Some work has been done and one would be right to say that the phenomenon of
street children had become more visible in 1990s. The work that is available
arose out of growing concern and advocacy for street children but worse still;
many studies that have been carried out remain unpublished. However, some
scholars have tried to define street children. A great deal has been written
defining street children, but the primary difficulty is that there are no precise
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categories, but rather a continuum, ranging from children who spend some time
in the streets and sleep in a house with ill-prepared adults, to those who live
entirely in the streets and have no adult supervision or care. A widely accepted
set of definitions, commonly attributed to UNICEF, defines street children into

two main categories:

e Children on the street are those engaged in some kind of economic
activity ranging from begging to vending. Most go home at the end of the
day and contribute their earnings to their family. They may be attending
school and retain a sense of belonging to a family. Because of the
economic fragility of the family, these children may eventually opt for a

permanent life on the streets.

e Children of the street actually live on the street (or outside of a normal
family environment). Family ties may exist but are tenuous and are

maintained only casually or occasionally.

Dr. Munene and Janet Nambi (1993:11) agree with UNICEF and define street
children as children you see moving aimless or working in town parks markets
or streets, those who just come to work on street during holidays, and children,
either working or sleeping on the streets, who are eighteen years of age and

below.

The Report of the Child Review Committee (1992, Annex 15) also agrees with
UNICEF and defines street children as those who are on the streets, they live at
home but use the street for petty trading, the other group of street children have

no home with a guardian and therefore live and trade from the streets.
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The above definitions are a mere categorization without saying what the street
children are, whose children are they? How did they come to be street children?
Considering the literature reviewed one notes that there is a gap left out by
various authors who have attempted to explain street children problem. They
look at the problem from social-economic point of view of the country. Other

spheres are not looked at.

2.3. Generic Factors behind Locating on Streets

Children may end up on the streets for several basic reasons: They may have no
choice - they are abandoned, orphaned, or thrown out of their homes. Secondly,
they may choose to live in the streets because of mistreatment or neglect or
because their homes do not or cannot provide them with basic necessities. Many
children also work in the streets because their earnings are needed by their
families. But homes and families are part of the larger society and the underlying
reasons for the poverty or breakdown of homes and families may be social,
economic, political or environmental or any combination of these. World Health

Organisation (WHO) offered the following list of causes for the phenomenon:

o family breakdown

o armed conflict

e poverty

» natural and man-made disasters

o famine

e physical and sexual abuse

» exploitation by adults

» dislocation through migration

e urbanization and overcrowding, and;

e Acculturation.
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The orphaning of children as a result of HIV/AIDS is another cause that might
be added to this list (WHO, 1993).

2.4 On Street Children in Uganda

Uganda has one of the highest fertility rates in the world and over half of the
population is under 18 years and of these children make up over 60% of the
income poor. Whereas northern region has the highest OVC rates, child suffering
is prevalent across the country. It is estimated that at national level, vulnerable
children account for 45.3% of which 2 million are orphaned children (2007 State

of Uganda Population Report).

It has also been observed that the incidence of street children continues to
worsen in areas disrupted by domestic and society wide conflicts, especially in
northern Ugandan where war and poverty remain most endemic. On the other
hand, street children are also spread across towns, municipalities and Kampala
City where the negative consequences of urban poverty and disjointed families
are common occurrences in all parts of the country. Commentators on the status
of fulfillment of child rights in Uganda noted that the perception on the status of
child neglect show that it is increasing by a high percentage of 75%. Also high are
child workers, labourers and increasingly child headed households (Ayo-Odong,
2008).

The above state of affairs implies that Uganda has a high propensity for child
neglect and as shall be proven by the findings, this has resulted into high
populations of street children in the country. Whereas no study singles out the
population of street children in Uganda directly, as mentioned above, it is
estimated that at national level, vulnerable children account for 45.3% of and of
these 2 million are orphaned children (2007 State of Uganda Population Report).

It is further observed that the situation of children in the social development
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sector is pathetic as indicated by the high percentage of children who live in
poverty. Available information indicates that 62% of the total population of the
poor in Uganda is children below 18 years. This translates into high mortality
rates for children, frequent abuse and exploitation and other poor child rights
indicators and although policies, programmes and strategies are in place to
address the situation and some impact has been observed on the ground, the
child protection sector still faces various challenges that require attention in

order to improve child rights issues (National Council for Children, 2007).

2.4.1 Taking Issue with Responsive frameworks

Authoritative reports on the state of children in Uganda reveal astonishing gaps
in fulfillment of child rights in Uganda, which if anything stands as a country
experiencing an escalation of child neglect. This is partly to be blamed on weak
and non-enforceable legal and policy frameworks on care and protection of
children as quoted extensively from the report on the State of the Uganda

Children, which states:

As regards children and governance, there are legal instruments and broad
policies and plans that guide the observance of children’s rights in Uganda. The
legislative framework and policies, however, face a lot of challenges though there
are opportunities in place that can be exploited to improve the governance
situation. ... Children constitute the majority of the poor in Uganda as explained
by the generally low economic indicators that show that children’s economic
situation is generally far from the internationally acceptable standards. ... The
conflict situation in Uganda has led to the greatest violation of children’s rights
especially in northern, northeast and south western Uganda. The rights that have
been especially affected include protection rights, health rights and education
rights (June 2007, P. 103).

Like others (for example UPFC 2007 and Ayo-Odongo, 2008) the above report
outlines gateways in developing policy, legal and institutional frameworks on
child protection and rights which however remain in discord with actions on the
ground. A case in point is the Children Act Cap 59 2000, which under section 10

provides for:
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"Local councils to safe guard children and promote reconciliation between
parents and children’

Sub-section 6 of the same provides that:

Each local government council shall provide assistance and
accommodation for any child in need within its area of jurisdiction who
appears to the committee to require assistance and accommodation as a
result of his or her having been lost or abandoned or seeking refuge

However, as it were, the findings from the present study support earlier ones to
the effect that the above provisions notwithstanding, in reality there is no local
council that is implementing these responsibilities. The findings nonetheless find
satistying evidence that indeed there are neither logistical nor financial facilities
to guarantee that any local council can handle these roles under the present

dispensation.

As such in spite of the progressive pronouncements on responding to national
and international targets for observance of child rights there has been limited
fulfillment in terms of actions to change the lives of the many children born and

living in poverty and other forms of abuses.

This is substantiated by some figures. For example, in a presentation on the
status of fulfillment of child rights in Uganda, Ayo-Odongo presents hard facts
which reveal that Northern Uganda has the highest population of OVCs (81%),
followed by Eastern (67%), Central (63%), Western (56%) and Kampala with
(43%). Orphans constitute the highest percentage of OVCs below 17 years of age;
females constitute the biggest population of child headed households and an
estimated 2 million children are said to be involved in child labour (Ayo-Odongo
2008). The same report shows that children comprise 31.4% of people with

disabilities while the population of child marriages has been growing.
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Other interesting revelations on the indictment of children in Uganda have come
from a series of studies carried out by the Uganda Parliamentary Forum For
Children (UPFC), which have noted, among others, and especially on children in
Karamoja and then street children from Karamoja in other parts of Uganda, the
following challenges they face: inadequate education opportunities, insecurity
through cattle raids and disarmament, child labour and street children, cultural
practices including FGM and early marriages, child trafficking, water, food and
nutrition inadequacy. These are part of a litany of factors driving children from
Karamoja onto streets. Indeed as one of the UPFC reports succinctly puts it: ‘in
recent times, the term street child in Uganda has become synonymous with Karimojong

children” (UPFC, 2007: 17).

2.5 Street Children and Human Rights in Uganda

The street children in Uganda are not enjoying any of their human rights. By
nature man is entitled to irreducible conditions, which are generally known as
human rights. Today, after a series of global struggles against injustices
minimum common standards in respect of human rights have emerged. One
need not do anything to qualify for their enjoyment. Rather, they accrue and
belong to one by virtue of being human and belonging to the human race (The
Republic of Uganda, The Report of the Commission of Inquiry into Violations of
Human Rights October 1994).

From time immemorial, man has always struggled for the enjoyment of his
inalienable rights, but the Second World War and subsequent Human Rights
Declaration and Covenants stand out as major water sheds in the struggle for
Human Rights. In response to the atrocities committed in World War II the
International Community sought to regulate the activities of states towards

people in their jurisdiction. On 10t December 1948, the Universal Declaration of
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Human Rights was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations. Its

preamble states that:

Where as recognition of the inherent dignity and the of the equal and
alienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world, whereas it is essential, if man is
not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against
tyranny and oppression that human rights should be protected by the
rule of law.

In Uganda Constitution, Chapter 4, which is, the Bill of Rights, enumerating
many rights, which Ugandans and aliens are entitled to enjoy. Despite
ratification of all these International Instruments, coupled with the existence of
the Constitution and relevant statutes and their binding effect as regards the
prohibition against violation of human rights, violation of children’s rights still
occurs. This may be due to the weakness in the relevant conventions, especially

in terms of modern day conflicts. (Constitution of the Republic of Uganda

1995:20-29)

2.5.1 Human Rights are Inter-connected

Human rights are interconnected and universal. It means the absence of
adequate or non-existent health services, food, and shelter to any section of
children such as street children tantamount to the violation of their rights. It
means that non-recognition of those rights is a direct defiance of the children
rights by individuals and respective governments at large. This means that
violation of the children rights does not only touch the matter of non compliance,
but their absence can result into loss of life.( P. Alison K. Tomasevki:2000:19) The
most crucial thing to note while dealing with matters of human rights is that,
rights are inter-related, inter-connected and inter-dependent, such that if one is
lacking, it affects the continuance of the other. The violation of these rights

indirectly amounts to the violation of the right to life.
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For instance, the right to food has always been identified as having such absolute
priority. Indeed, in biological terms such as narrow focus seems justified as

noted by Dinstein (1968:114-115) when he says:

No right has meaning or value once starvation strikes. It is an ultimate
deprivation of rights, for without food life ends, and rights are of value
only for the living moreover without food adequate nutrition, the value
of rights is greatly diminished. Malnutrition curtails growth, constrains
mental and physical development, and limits the possibilities of action.

Street children’s food is rejects dumped in bins and garbage heaps!

The state should take appropriate steps to safeguard the lives of those children
on the streets. This can be extended in appropriate circumstances to a positive
obligation on the authorities to take preventive operational measures to protect
an individual child or children whose life(s) is (are) at risk from the criminal acts
of another individual such as some step parents and greedy relatives. The
children rights are not protected against perpetrators of violations as a whole.
Having in mind the fact that human rights are enjoyed by virtue of being human

irrespective of whether one is an adult or a child.

In the Uganda Constitution, the right to health is part of the preamble of the

National Objectives and Directive Principles for State Policy. The fundamental

rights of all Ugandans to social justice and economic development and shall
ensure that all Ugandans enjoy rights and opportunities and access to education,
health services, clean and safe water, work, decent shelter, adequate clothing,
food security and pension and retirement benefits(Principle xiv). Although this
statement is written down in the constitution, when it comes to impelimantion ,

street children are left out.

The state shall take all practical measures to ensure the provision of basic
medical services to the population. Article 34(3) is to the effect that: “No child shall

be deprived by any person of medical treatment, education or any other social or economic
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benefit by reason of religious or other beliefs”. It should be argued that a statement of
National Policy is not sufficient to ensure entitlement to health care, even if it
was in the substantive sections of the Constitution for example in chapter four. It
would still require development through specific statutes; programmes and
services that would deal with specific problems related to health during times of

neglect and other difficult situations to help the children.

2.5.2 The Children Act Cap.59

The Children Act defines a “child” as a person below the age of 18 years (5.2) The
purpose of this age is to clearly indicate that the violation that has been meted
out is on those below 18 years, which shows that it’s right to refer to them as

children. It should be observed that the Act provides that:

It shall be the duty of a parent, guardian or any person having custody of
a child to maintain that child and in particular that duty gives a child a
right to education and guidance, immunization, adequate diet, clothing,
shelter and medical attention (S.4)

It should be noted that the act leaves government. This provision needs to be
amended to make government inclusive in maintaining children because this
provision has been violated on that ground. That explains the reason why
government is slow to react in situations concerning children’s diet, shelter or
even medical attention in times of conflict, say the conflict in Northern Uganda
and the street Children. Children in IDPs and on streets lack medical attention
from the government, food is not enough and sometimes children starve to death
and all this is a direct violation of children’s rights. The first schedule to this Act
also states that: “A child shall have the right to a just call on any social amenities or

other resources available in any situation of the armed conflict or natural or man made

disasters.” (S.4b)
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The Children Act further provides that to achieve the goals of this Act the
government should exercise the rights set out in the UN Convention on the
Rights of a Child and the OAU (now AU) Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the African Child with appropriate modifications to suit the circumstances in
Uganda, that are not specifically mentioned in the Act (5.4b). However, the Act
also lacks a particular law directed to a given Ministry to deal with children in
conflict situations or other disasters by providing them with food, shelter, and
medical attention. This has given room for government to sit back and come in
whenever they can, on such an issue that has claimed the lives of many children,

street children inclusive.

2.5.3 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 1948

The issue of the status of the UDHR in International Law is an old and vexed
one, but it retains a degree of relevance in relation to those states, which have not
yet ratified human rights covenants. At the time of its adoption, the UDHR was
conceived by most states not as International Law per se but as “a common
standard of achievement” to which, all aspired. However, it has now been
argued that it now forms part of the binding International Law by virtue firstly
of the fact that it is an authoritative interpretation of the UN Charter provisions,
and secondly of the extent to which it has been reaffirmed and cited by the

International community and Individual States (UDHR: Article 8)

The preamble to this Declaration itself covers the aspect of respecting and
recognizing the inherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights of all members
of the human family because it is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in
the world. The Declaration also sets out provisions on recognizing the status of

every one by virtue of being human. The right to life is particularly provided for
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under Article 3, which states that, ‘everyone has the right to life, liberty and

security of person’; but street children are left out by implementers.

The Declaration also prohibits subjecting anyone to any form of torture or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. There is also a provision
regarding adequate standard of living and health including food, under Article

25(1) which states that:

Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for health and
well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing
and medical care and any necessary social services, and the right to
security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood,
old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

2.5. 4 The Convention against Torture - 1984

Street children have continuously suffered torture from the public and
government agents yet there is an instrument in place against it. The Convention
Against Torture defines ‘torture” as any act by which severe pain or suffering
whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such
purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession,
punishing him for and act he or a third person has committed or is suspected to
having committed or intimidation of any kind, when such pain or suffering is
inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public
official or other person acting in an official capacity. This does not include pain
or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to lawful sanctions

(Article 1). Torture has also been defined as:

Deliberate inhuman treatment causing very serious and cruel
suffering, suffering must be inflicted intentionally. Torture is an
aggravated form of inhuman treatment ... which has a purpose
such as the obtaining of information or confession, or the
infliction of punishment.
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It was the intention of the Convention that a special stigma should be attached to
torture as a deliberate inhuman treatment and a high threshold therefore applies:
stripping someone naked, tying their arms as well sexual assaults behind their

back and suspending them by their arms has been found to be torture.

As related to human rights in general and children’s rights in particular, Uganda
has also ratified to the following covenants; The UN Convention on the Rights of
a Child - 1990, The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights - 1996, The African Charter on Human, African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child 1999 and People’s Rights 1981

To crown it all it has been clearly shown that at both the international level and
at the national level instruments and statutory laws pertaining to children’s
rights have been put in place. It is also clear that thee laws have loopholes that
are susceptible to abuse both by the government and individual violators of
children’s rights generally with due respect to situations of conflicts through
which their rights are abused. Perpetrators of these violations have usually got
away scot-free. The fact that children have also fled to the streets has deprived
them their livelihood especially access to health facilities, water, food, security
and honorable shelter. It has left a number of children dead despite the fact that
there are laws in place to provide children with necessities during times of

disaster, considering that a family conflict is usually a disaster on the side of the

child.
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3. The Findings

This section of the report presents the detailed findings of the present study.
Commencing with findings on understandings of street child (and childhood),
the perceptions on the push and pull factors and trends explaining the presence
of children on the streets, the actors and their responses to street children (in
policy and practice) in practices and impacts on the phenomenon of street
children and ends with recommendations. These include grounded
recommendations from the literature, the practitioners and visions of street

children themselves for future responses.

3.1. Perceptions of Street Children

Street children are perceived to live on streets. Some are working odd jobs or
begging for a living. However, it emerged that street children come in many
forms that have to be differentiated as suggested hereunder:

e Stray and stay alone children (often protected by non encumbered persons
e.g. owners of shops in neighborhoods who assist)

e Street gangster children (bonded into peer gangs some criminal but
sometimes only so out of territorial and defensive need)

e Street families (with parents invisible but also on streets and reunited with
children at convenience). Of which the Karimojong street habitants
resemble this mode most.

e Street urchins (abandoned babies often in temporary care on street hands).

¢ Non-resident street children that disappear to their homes at night
(mainly truants who escape school at day but also non-school based idlers
who survive the day on streets). This is most common in smaller up-

country based towns like Luweero.
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Typically, what is common is the perception that these children are forced onto
the streets by suffering, most commonly from harsh homes and the majority
blaming step parents, and that once on streets they suffer initially but are
integrated into some forms of survival work or petty crimes for survival. For
example, Faridah [(15 yrs) not real names] from Kayunga District, a former

Kampala street child now under Kids In Needs (KIN) project care narrated thus:

On the push factor:
My parents used to stay together at Mengo then they separated for a
reason I do not know. We are three children. I started staying with my
aunt after separation in Kayunga with my siblings. My Mum cooks food
for selling. In Kayunga they used to mistreat me. I used to do all the work
at home. I left Kayunga and decided to stay on the street because going to
Mum she would beat me up.

One how they survive:
In Owino we looked for jobs and could not get enough jobs. We went to
Onion vehicles started collecting dropped onions and afterwards we sold
them. After 3 day other children told me that I would not manage to stay
on streets and they brought me to KIN. I had been on the streets for 3
days. At KIN I stay with Aunties (staff members).

And on challenges they face on streets:
While at Owino there was no food and Police used to beat us. When I fell
sick nobody was there to care for me. Other bully street children beat me to
pulp. But while here at KIN I get everything I need. I want if KIN is to
resettle a child should be after finishing P.7 (P.L.E).

The scenario of Faridah is shared by boys, as well as, demonstrated by the
following case study of Abdul (not real names)13 years of age, male. His story

goes as follows:

The push factor:
When I was still young my father took me to my Ssenga. I was small and
not understanding, and could not understand whether I had parents. Dad
sent for me to Katwe. My parents had divorced. 1 found a step mother
was difficult woman. She hated me and I could notice. But I liked my
father so I stayed on. But later my step mother started beating me. Then 1
told my father. Dad told her not to beat me. But in the absence of dad she
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beat. One time she sent me to shop I stayed there for long. When I came
back she beat me. Then dad decided to take me to mum and found a step
father and half sister.

That half sister became a problem. One time I beat her then my step father
ordered me to return to my father. On the way I got lost. I was coming
from Mpererwe side. In between Kampala and Kalerwe I got lost.

On navigating street life:
But now I know Kalerwe. So I stayed in Kalerwe Market on the street.
But one man who worked on firewood saw me and offered me to sleep in
his firewood. But by luck when I came to street I was not taking
intoxicating drugs that is why the man liked me.

On being pulled off the streets:

(How did you end up at KIN?) Madam Berna collected me from
Kalerwe when she was looking for street children to help. She told us they
could even take me to school. So I made a decision to come with her. That
was after 4 months. (Since joining KIN) Here no challenges but before
that man rescued me ‘bayaye’ beat me up. The biggest challenges was
staying on verandahs at night, lack of food but one woman used to give me
food from her hotel.

My wish is to get educated. I suggest that to help street children they need
counseling and doing what they want to do e.g. giving them clothes. 1
wish to become a Social Worker (why?) because it is the best job because
they know what children like.

These narratives show that abundantly bad domestic experiences are behind
leaving homes onto streets but they also bring out the fact that sometimes these
could be difficult children in their own right. Also important to note is the
perceptions among some of the street children that they are not wrong doers
(read criminals) or ‘bayaye’. Many also end their stories with hopes for becoming

better citizens, mainly through education.
3.2 Factors behind the Street Children Phenomenon

The findings suggest that the state of poverty, poor treatment and some times

total neglect of children provides the major reasons for their influx onto streets
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and once on streets they invariably work or beg for a living in as isolated
persons, with kin or as groups formed on the street. The following are the

outlined push and pull factors named.

1. Being orphans and failing to remain with their families;

2. Peer influence which encourages some to come to town looking for work

3. Some are brought from villages to work as house boys/girls and later
mistreated so they run off to streets.

4. Poverty at home also drives some of these children to the streets to look
for money for fees and food.

5. Others are orphaned by HIV AIDS whereby some are left as heads of
families, at a very tender age so they come to the streets in search of
money.

6. Regionally the conflicts and displacements in the north and the floods in
the east, which result in land slides in Bugishu and Sebeyi region have
also caused the increase loss of family and migration of children, while the
state of draught and poverty in Karamoja explains why to some street
children is becoming synonymous with the Akarimojong children.

7. In other cases, the increase of boys more than girls is due to disputes over
family property and inheritance wrangles e.g. boys will fight to own land
but girls mostly get married of to other families

8. Many blamed poverty and parental neglect or suffering particularly under
step parents forcing them to explore opportunities of new life on urban
streets.

9. Street children are increasing due to the HIV led family death the trend
affects mostly boys because the girls are girls get married and leave the
homes to other homes and in places like Busia early marriage is on the

increase.
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10. A family is the basic unit in which children are brought up and parents
Expected to save time for their families, but some families have become
dangerous places for children. It was pointed out that most defilement,
harassment and torture cases are committed by relatives to the victims.
Parents are also a problem by refusing to pay school fees causing children
to lose direction and stray.

11. People also tend to marry many wives and sire more children from
different mothers and yet they are poor with no stable income

12. Drunkenness is on the increase and some parents prefer to get drunk but
not taking care of their children and the family

13. Family break ups are also increasing and causing child neglect and these
often end up running from homes. In the end street children lack care, no
proper clothing, no treatment in case of illness, and they are being

harassed by the security personnel at night mistakenly as thieves.

3.3. Hard Conditions on Streets

All children face rough times on streets failing to get proper accommodation and
what to eat on the streets. Since they lack appropriate shelter and are poorly
clothed they are also prone to cold and associated ailments which get
exacerbated by the fact that most shelters used by them are in filthy conditions
and environments. This is aggravated by harassment from bigger bullies and the
authorities, mainly the Local Defense Units (now Special Protection Servicemen)

and Police.

Life on the streets is extremely hard and one of survival for the fittest whereby
bigger and rougher boys rule of the weaker ones who are forced to survive by
working for them to have acceptance or continue suffering abuse and

harassment. It was observed that:

An Appraisal of the Magnitude of the Street Children Problem in Uganda commissioned by 28
Street Children NGOS Network (SCNN) in Partnership with Kids in Need (KIN). December, 2008



1. These children are harassed by the community during the day and beaten
by the big boys and authorities at night. These children sleep in coldness
at night they have no health care.

2. That they face child abuse and as a result they get involved in drug abuse

3. In most cases girls are sexually abused by their fellow street big boys

For example, girls are almost always victims of rape. One Nabukwasi a street girl
from Busia stated thus:
One day 1 followed one of my sisters onto the street and she disappeared
from me. There is more suffering at home, which sent me to the streets. On
the streets women mostly abuse, harass and beat us. Men always rape us.
Not all children live permanently on the streets. Some of these children live
partial street life and still return to their homes. The street is their source of
livelihood they go there to pick food and beg for money and later use this income
to support their poverty prone families like the Karimojong who live in
Namatala in Mbale and Kisenyi in Kampala. During the day they pick food and
beg for money and go back home in the night. The key challenges are:
e They are harassed by security personnel accusing them of being idle and
disorderly. The attitude is that these children want soft and easy life.
* Another challenge of the street children is finding consistent feeding
e Girls are on the decrease due to the fact that when they are faced with the
above challenges they are forced into marriage.
¢ Some find it challenging to find comfortable accommodation
e For others, finding food is the most difficult thing and they often go
hungry day-in and day-out.
® Some people get girls from the village to work in bars in the same time
they rent these girls houses, impregnate these girls and in three months

the men responsible disappear. These girls end up dumping these
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children on the streets - some of the girls take on the trade of prostitution

to survive.

The Case of Karimajong Street Children

The appearance of Karamajong street children and families is estimated to have
started around year 2004 on Kampala, Mbale and other Eastern Uganda town
streets. Although the trend for girl street children is decreasing, for them it is a
reverse. It was found out that the girls between 5 to 15 years are brought by elder
women to baby-sit while the babies are got from villages to act as baits for
begging. According to the findings these babies are either relatives to the women
or orphans who are loaned out to be brought to urban centres to be used to make

money. Mr. Eriyabu Ssonko (Chairman Kakajo Zone, Kisenyi II Parish) observes;

“You may find a woman who collects children about ten of them and
brings them to make money for her and look for food for themselves. The
problems is that their parents died and their relatives chest them away
from homes. These OV Cs either handed themselves to these women or are
being loaned out by their relatives to these women to be ferried them to

urban areas Kampla inclusive.”

The Karimajong street women and children sleep in Kisenyi, while street men
sleep in Katwe, both slum areas of Kampala City and in Nyamatala in Mbale
Municipality. The street Karimjongo people are organized and have leaders. The
Karimajong Street children are on strict orders not to talk to strangers. In Busia
the number of Karimajong Street children is small; nonetheless, there was hardly
any presence in the other there towns (Masaka, Mbarara, Luwero) in the case

study.
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The situation of Karamoja street children is intriguing. According to leaders of
Kakajo zone in Kisenyi II Parish, Kampala urban centre, sometimes these
children are removed from the streets but after a few days they comeback; as
MR. Kakande Godfrey (Secretary for Defense) puts it:

But what defeats me is that the police always comes here rounds them and

pack them on the lorries take them were ever they take them but only one

the following days they are all back here... .

The Karimajong leaders in Kisenyi say that the situation at home in Karamoja is
pathetic; there is famine which has wretched every chance to the human
necessities Food, Shelter, Health and social services. The internal conflicts among
the seven Karamojongo clans (Bian Bokola, Tepeth, Dodoth, Matheniko, Pokot
.... The major of Karamajong Street kids are from Bakola clan.

You may be surprised to hear it but it is the reality that majority (of

Karamojong) on the streets of Kampala are of Bokora clan for the simple

reason that they are nowadays not involved in cattle rustling. For other

tribes in Karamoja are still holding guns which they had hidden and are

still active in cattle rustling therefore they can stay around (there in

Karamoja). ... The government has neglected the Bokora people by

depriving us the security against our fellow tribes. Sometimes one is

prompted to say that there is no government at all in Bokora area

The Karimajong Street children provide livelihood to the people who brought

them from the rural areas and who use them.

Here the situation is bad for us we sometimes fail to get what to eat we are
forced to eat chicken intestines. Have you ever eaten them? For us that is
what we eat here and collecting them we are beaten, when we pick wasted

maize, potatoes, cassava we are pushed and yet we help them dispose off
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some of these stuffs. We don’t have any proper place to sleep we sleep in
open. Don’t you see all my belongings and the rest are all here we suffer

from coldness at night; we are bitten by mosquitoes, bed bugs, lice and

jiggers.

On the Recommendation the Karimajong Street people Leaders in Kisenyi they
recommend that;
For a short term the authorities should provide us with accommodation
adequate security, health facilities. We need to be sensitized and get relief aid.
As of now we rely on our women who bread-win by picking wasted grains like
rice, maize beans dead chickens, thrown away foods and vegetables. Since we
are being segregated we cannot do any work where ever we pass everyone

curses “those Karamajongos”.

Trends in Occurrences of Street Children

The trend is increasing for boys. But the general trend is decreasing as a result of
interventions from some organizations. A list of organizations supporting street
children is provided in the coming section. There is also the child protection unit
at the police which has become more vigilant in locating and advising children to
live off the street. Some are re-united by police and organizations with their
parents or taken to homes. However, it is mostly girls that have decreased in

numbers by marrying off and working as a house help.
Aspirations of street children

Some of the children having suffered said they yearn for an opportunity to go to
school because education will help them enjoy better lives. Most of them say they
want to be nurses, lawyers, and successful people. For some, this dream has

come true. According to Mr. Tukei, former street child now with CRO:
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I am a University student. I was a former street child restored by CRO
and now works as a CRO volunteer. I have been with CRO since 1992. 1
think the trend of street children is increasing more especially for boys. It
is mistreatment, loss of parents due to HIV, poverty prone families, and
peer pressures by fellow street age mates that pulls them to the street. The
commonest challenge facing the street children includes feeding,
harassment by police, bullying by fellow street children and the big boys.

Girls are fewer because they get married.

According to Mr. Otukei, the solution is to give these children accommodation,
education and food. I know only CRO because it is what rescued from the street.
Concerned people should provide accommodation education and the

community should be sensitized to play their role in the society,
3.7. Interventions

A few individuals support children directly as adopters, others simply supply
help in forms of food and clothing while yet others provide occasional casual
work for a fee to able and especially youth. However instances of exploitation of
children by these people has also been noted in forms of sexual abuse, using

them as drug peddlers or pimps and free or cheap labour in backyards.

However predominantly support comes from faith based organizations, most of
which pick children from the street and road sides or anywhere else and keep
them for some days while counseling and making announcements and
investigations to trace their origins; those who can be reunited with families are
handed over but if they are babies abandoned on the way they are often put up

for adoption by families or organizations like baby homes.
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Others are public homes owned and managed by government although they
may be under forms of faith based management. These includes remand homes
and juvenile homes which keep children for extended periods of police section
where they ought to be for only temporary periods en-route to courts or other

forms of protection and support.

4. Conclusions

The street children problem in Uganda is a product of a combination of social,
economic, and political factors. The presence of street children at large on the
streets of urban centres in Uganda is a problem which calls for national attention.
The welfare of the street children should be reflected in all spheres of country’s
policies including the laws that govern the children’s relationship with other
members of society. The current laws relating to children’s rights are in need of
reform, so that the purpose for which they were enacted is fully exploited. Street
Children problem has a moral claim on society; therefore, it is the duty of the
state to provide a legal environment in which every child is indiscriminately

protected.

It can be deduced that the abuses to street children have resulted into gross
violation of children’s rights such that the magnitude of problem has short high.
The fact that little attention has been paid by the government towards the solving
the street children problem is saddening. The street children are supposed as
well to be protected by the organs of government but it is equally saddening to
note that the police and local forces have been cited for committing violence
against them especially torture and unlawful detentions. And the fact that health
centres exist without adequate medical personnel and drugs to cater for those
marginalized groups such as street children becomes a violation right to health

by the government.
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It is observed rights are inter-connected; inter-related and inter-dependent
therefore violation of the one right amounts to an indirect violation of other
rights. The government may as well give an excuse that being a third world
country it does not have enough resources to cater for those children who run to
the streets. The most crucial thing to note is that at least a state has a minimum of
its resources that it can use to cater those in emergency situations. The fact that
government has failed to use them to cater for those children that are suffering

on the streets also amounts to violation of the children rights in general.

Street Children has become a national concern in the same vein as AIDS, Malaria,
Ebola and other concerns, the government needs to come out and launch a
campaign against permissiveness in the communities. The government should
awake the sleeping genius in the community to fight the problem. The study
suggests preventive measures, according to the Declaration of the rights of the
child, principles of which provides that: “the child shall in all circumstances be

among the first to receive protection and relief.”

It is urgent that the society wakes up and fight the street children problem.
However, it can not be done without awakening up of the laws concerning the
welfare of children. The present law in Uganda being all inclusive for all
children, the fact that street children problem is increasing, indicates that the
prevailing policies concerning children are inadequate. The research reveals
there is inconsistency in enforcing the laws designed to protect children in

general.

An Appraisal of the Magnitude of the Street Children Problem in Uganda commissioned by 35
Street Children NGOS Network (SCNN) in Partnership with Kids in Need (KIN). December, 2008



5. Recommendations

5.1 Recommendations from children

Hassan, Gerald, Jack, Geoffrey, Vincent, Ismail and Paul are all rehabilitated

former street kids with KIN. They propose the best solution to helping street

children is to do the following:

Give them counseling

Advise them to join Centers like KIN to get support

Use us to sensitize other children to live the streets e.g. KIN

Sometimes give them clothes

Organize sports between rehabilitated children and those on streets. These
could be prepared.

Always sympathize by giving money or food

Some of them have wounds and could be assisted to get treatment.

5.2. Recommendations from the public and institutions

They should be all collected and resettled within their families

Street children should be kept in guardian homes, children centres and the
government should do something. For example, they can be kept in
Children Restoration Outreach (CRO) home and Salem Brotherhood in the
East.

The government should restrict drug importation and ban the use of
dangerous substances like Mira or Marijuana.

The community and law enforcers should be sensitized about the proper
way of handling these children.

Local Councils should support and budget for the street children in their
areas of jurisdiction and the administration should consider slotting in a

vote for the caring for street children.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

Government should specifically address household poverty in the poorest
communities where the street children come from.

Government should provide education to the children because education
is the key to everything

Children on the streets should not be mistreated.

Street children should be pulled out of the streets at the earlier stage
before they get habituated to it.

Authorities should stop mistreating street children like canning them
beating, abusing and torture.

If these children can be mobilized from the streets and taken back to
school that can help

Since the trend is unavoidable there is need for government to set up more
children homes.

The districts should be assisted so that they collect all school going
children and send them back to school.

There is need for appropriate bye-laws for curbing domestic violence
Train street children in vocational skills.

Use children to scout on themselves by reporting new comers on the street

and presenting them for assistance.

5.3 Other Recommendations

The study notes that, the children, the street children inclusive being the

future of any nation. They ought to be accorded proper protection so that

they grow into productive, responsible and hard working citizens. Good

citizens cannot be brought up on the streets. If this continued street children

would grow to be adults who are ill prepared for adult life, the society should

take urgent measures in order to correct eminent problem of street children-

hood. It was noted that although state shows concern for the rights of
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children in general, by a wider range of statues, street children as a special
group has not been catered for and as such society is loosing patience with

them. Urgent solution is needed.

* The media should be encouraged to expose the needs of street children.

* As a priority in all emergencies, procedures should be adopted to ensure
the survival and protection of unaccompanied children. Family tracing
programmes should be established at the out-set of assistance

programmes.

* GStreet children should be considered internally displaced children, in
cooperation with the United Nations Department for Humanitarian
Affairs (DHA) in its role as Emergency Relief Coordinator, and in
consultation with other major humanitarian agencies, a lead agency
should be assigned overall responsibility for the protection and assistance
of internally displaced children. In collaboration with the lead agency,
UNICEF should provide leadership for the protection and assistance of

internally displaced children as it has done but including street children.

* All humanitarian responses in conflict situations family conflicts inclusive
must emphasize the special reproductive needs of women and girls,
including access to family planning services, care during pregnancy as a
result of rape, defilement, sexual mutilation, child birth at an early age or
infection with sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. The

services should be extended to street children too.

= Establishment of rehabilitation centre in every district for delinquent children.
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7. List of Respondents

Key Informants

Name Sex Title Address
1. Tumusiime Male Assistant Chief P.O. Box 1,Mbarara
Gofrey Administrative | Tel.0782557288/ 0485421885
Officer, District | Email:
Local godfreytumusiime@yahoo.com
Government
2. Mr. Katungi Male District P.O. Box 1,Mbarara
Francis Probation Tel. 0772473891
Officer. District | Email fkatungi@yahoo.com
Local
Government
3. Tumwebaze Female | Principal Mbarara Munincipality,
Eunice Community P.O. Box 290,
Development Mbarara.
Officer
4. Nampeera (no. Female | Mbarara Police | Mbarara Police Barracks
37421 W /pc)
5. Dorcus Monday | Female | Vice Kakoba Division P.O. Box290,
Chairperson Mbarara
Muti Cell
(central district
of Mbarara
Munincipality)
6. Hajji Mukasa A. | Male Chairman LC3 | Kakoba Division P.O. Box290,
M.Rashid Kakoba Division | Mbarara
7. Mr. Byabazaire Male P.O. Box 412 Mbarara.
Wilberforce Wilberbyaba2007@yahoo.com
8. Kivumbi Female | Deputy RDC Luwero District Local
Margaret Luwero District | Government, Tel. 077492302
9. Nsubuga Faisal Male Katwe Youth Katwe Youth Development
Development Association, P. O. Box 10741,
Association Kampala, Tel. 0772567663
10. Mrs Mwanja Female | Field Probation | Mbale District
Slyvia. officer
11 Mukama Janet | Female | Social worker Child Restoration Outreach-
Mbale P.O. Box 1610, Mbale-
Uganda. Phone 2564533382,
Email
crombale@utlonline.co.ug
12 Mr. Nabukka Male | Chairman, Mbale Municipality
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David: Mbale Main
Market
13 Mr. Otukei Male | A University Child Restoration Outreach-
student and Mbale P.O. Box 1610, Mbale-
Former street | Uganda. Phone 2564533382,
child restored | Email
by CRO and crombale@utlonline.co.ug
volunteer at
CRO.
14 Mr. Ogutu Paul. | Male | Secretary to the | Busia District
Probation
officer
Mrs Prossy Director Busia Town
Hamilie Noah’s Arc
15 Mr. Wamukota | Male | Branch field Busia Town
Stephen Coordinator
Red Cross
16 Munyani R. Male | Program officer | Busia Town
Happy
childhood
foundation
17 Namukove Female | The Head of Busia Town
Child and
family
Protection Unit
Uganda police
Busia.
19 Mr. Kakande Male | Secretary for Kisenyi II Parish Kakajo,
Godfrey. Defense Kampala. Tel 0777031127
20 Ssonko Eriyabu. | Male | Chairman of Kakajo zone, Kishenyi I
Kakajo zone. Parish Kampala.
21 Karamojong Males | Karamojong Kisenyi Kampala and
Community Community Namatala Mbale
Leaders Leaders
in Kisenyi in Kisenyi
Kampala and Kampala and
Namatala Mbale Namatala
Mbale
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22 Probation and | Kampala Central Division
Social welfare
Officer.
23 Cris Rugaba Male | Social Worker | Tigers Club Project
Tigers Club P.O. Box 7737, Mengo Hill
Kisenyi, Kampala.
E-mail:tigers@starcom.Ug.
24 Mr. Otim Willie | Male Commissioner | Ministry of Gender, Labour
for Youth & and Social Development,
Children Kampala
25 Mr. Salongo O/C Family Masaka Police
Dhabangi Affairs Tel 0752653791/ 0772949798
26 Name not given | Female | Assistant O/C | C/O Masaka Police
Family Affairs | Tel 0752653791/ 0772949798
27 Zakaria Mbende | Male | Seller of used Near Masaka Taxi Park
clothes Masaka Municipality
28 Gorreti Female | Tea Hawker Hawks tea in the Taxi Park
Namukasa Masaka Municipality
29 Ms. Carol Female KCC, Central Division
Bankusha Offices, Kampala
30 Namigadde Female | Senior Luwero District Local
Joyce Probation Government
officer
31 Katasi Florence | Female | District Luwero District Local
Community Government
Development
officer
32 Asiimwe Male | KIN Advocacy | P.O. Box 22799, Kampala
Stephen Officer
33 Atuhaire Eva Female | KIN Social P.O. Box 22799, Kampala
Worker
34 Kutuyi Berna Female | KIN Social P.O. Box 22799, Kampala
Worker
35 Mugisha Male | KIN Children | P.O. Box 22799, Kampala
Ahmed Caretaker
36 Mrs. Manja Male | P.W.O Mbale | Mbale Munincipality
Salma
37 Nyebare E. Child and Busia Town
family
Protection Unit
Uganda police
Busia.
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38 Elizabeth Female | Program Child Restoration Outreach-
Bwayo Manager CRO | Masaka, P.O.Box 812,
Masaka Masaka, email:
cromsk@utlonline.co.ug
39 Mr. Alule Male | Principal of National Rehabilitation
Micheal National Center Kampiringisa
Rehabilitation
Center Tel. 0772670986
Kampiringisa
40 Mr. Adrian Male | Field Suprvisor | Uganda Youth
Kalemera Uganda Youth | Development Link,
Development | Kampala District
Link
Respondents List
Street Children Respondents
Name Sex Age Address of Origin
(Years)
1. | Mwijuka John Male 13 Kibumbi, Ibanda District
2. | Matovu Chris Male 14 Kampala
3 | Katongole Good Male 14 Kakoba, Mbarara Municipality
4 | Kansiime Rogers Male 13 Rwebishuri Makenke, Mbarara
5. | Suliat Aruna Male 17 Tannzania
6. | Duhaise Alon Male 17 Kakoba, Mbarara Municipality
7. | Matsiko Mark Male 9 Kakoba, Mbarara Municipality
8. | Nsubuga Timothy Male 7 Kakoba, Mbarara Municipality
9. | Tumwine Wilber Male 14 Karituntu Mbarara
10. | Turyahebwa George Male 16 Mbarara District
11. | Mushoborozi John Male 15 Mbarara District
12, | Omar Mzeei Saidi Male 14 Mbarara District
13. | George Yowana Male 14 Nyamarebe Ngamba
Tumwesigye Kamwenge District
14. | Twinomujuni John Bosco Male 14 Rubindi, Mbarara District
15. | Asasiira Alan Male 16 Bukinda Kabale District
16. | Edward Mugumya Male 17 Biharwe, Mbarara District
17 | Muganzi Solomon Male 17 Mbale District
18 | Lidiya Mutesi Female |13 Associated with CRO Mbale
from Busoga
Nakayinza Betty Female 13 Mugishu by tribe
19 | Nabukwasi Female |12 Mugishu by tribe
20 | Salif Male 7 Mugishu by tribe
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21 | Gerad Male 13 Mugwere by tribe

22 | Franco Male 10 Mugwere by tribe

23 | Siko Male 11 Busia but Musoga by tribe

24 | Angela Okitoi Male 15 Karamajonj from Moroto
Now in mbale

25 | Antony John Kidudu Male 16 Mugishu from Mbale

26 | Charles Wafula Male 18 Street child hosted by Noah's
Arc Children’s home.

27 | Sali Matayo. Male 13 Buganda, Nansana Wakiso
District

28 | Wakaze Gerald Male 15 Now with KIN but originates
from Jinja District

29 | Ssekimuli Hakimu Male 14 Now with KIN but originates
from Namungona, Kampala
District

30 | Muwonge Ibra Male 13 Now with KIN but originates
from Kyebando, Kampala
District

31 | Gerald Alind Male 15 Now with KIN but District of
origin was not given

32 | Baptista Kizito Male 15 Now with KIN but District of
origin was not given

34 | Jack Ogwok Male 17 Now with KIN but District of
origin is Nebbi

35 | Geofrey Muwanguzi Male 16 Now with KIN but District of
origin was not given

36 | VincentByamugisha Male 16 Now with KIN but District of
origin is Bushenyi

37 | Ismail Kawuma Male 17 Now with KIN but District of
origin was not given

38 | Paul Sieice Male 13 Now with KIN but District of
origin is Budaka

39 | Hassan Matovu Male 17 Now with KIN but District of
origin was not given

40 | Pauline Night Female 14 Now with KIN but District of
origin is Mityana but
Munyarwanda by tribe

41 | Namutebi Saidah Female |15 Now with KIN but came
from Kayunga but originates
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from Masaka District

42 | Corrine Amon Female 14 Now with KIN but came
from Zzana Kampala but she

. is an Acholi from Kitgum

43 | Yudaya Nakazi Female |12 Masaka District

44 | Fred Mukasa Male 15 Masaka District

45 | Kanyankole Male 16 Mbarara District but in
Masaka District
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8.

Annexes:

Annex (A) Tools for Data Collection

Check List for Key Informant’s Interviews

1.
2.

10.
11.

12.

13.

What is your full title and district (personal names optional)

What is your mandate(s) regarding addressing issues regarding street
children

How many years have you served and what have the experiences been
(numbers of children met, of what assistance have you been, etc.)?

Are the trends in creasing or decreasing (is this for all children uniformly
or else which categories are changing in numbers, locations, or other
indicators e.g. crime levels)?

What are the specific complaints about street children and what are the
sources of these complaints: what do they say or complain about them?
How about the children themselves (what do they say in positive and
negative terms about street life)?

From you experience what are the challenges street children face in your
view and how should they be addressed?

What are the opportunities that street children will be better assisted in
terms of prevention of influx, enhancing safety and comfort on streets or
pulling them off streets and if so, to where and why?

Have you shared any personal experiences with street children: what is it
that they say drives them into and around streets?

Have any of them shared their desires for the future: what did they say?
Do you have any records from you office detailing your work with street
children, if so could you share all or some of them?

Do you know any person(s) or organization(s) in this area who offer
assistance to street children in this area?

Do you have any specific recommendations for the study based on your
organizational or personal experiences?

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME
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Checklist of questions for the Street Children

LS

N

9.

10.

11.
12.

13.

What is your age? (Ensure to record the sex)

Where do you originate from (district, tribe and religion)?

What do you remember as key experiences since childhood?

How did you end up here? Is this specifically where you stay everyday,
last month or beyond?

Who do you live with here? Is some one caring for you or are you caring
for them, who are they?

Who determines where, when and how you live on day-to-day basis?
What challenges do you face (are conditions getting better, if not why?)
How would you like to live differently: give reasons why (for example
would you change lifestyle if given a chance to do so)

Name organizations or people who have been of help to you (in what
ways?)

Name organizations or people who have not been of help to you (in what
ways?)

What would you propose as best ways to make you life better?

What are the best ways to make the lives and experiences of other children
like you better?

Where do you hope to be in future? Why would you prefer that?

14. Do you have any questions?

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME
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Checklist of Literature to Be Collected

Statistical trends, practical and theoretical or policy issues on street children
raised in reports of the following:

1.

2.

International Instruments on children’s rights (in view of teasing out street
children in particular)

National literature on ratifications on rights, freedoms and child
protection, especially from MGLSD and Probation Departments

In local governments (seek reports of probation, community development,
gender officers, etc)

Uganda Police (see the community policing and family disputes
departments’ reports).

Child-oriented Agencies e.g. public/not for profit/private children’s
homes, NGOs and CBOs assisting children on streets.

Academic writings in libraries of tertiary institutions and internet web
sites

Media articles.
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Studying Networks of Street Children NGOs and Other Stakeholders

Venn/Chapatti Diagram was used:

Purpose: the Venn /Chapatti Diagram Exercise was designed to get an

understanding of organizations (formal and informal) with which the participants

organizations had dealings, and perceived relative importance of these organizations

and to lead into further discussions of which institutions they trust or value and

why. Then Venn diagram was important in understanding the environment within

which the street children problem was handled. It enabled the researcher to listen

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and treats (SWOT) analysis by the participants

of the various organizations. The Chapatti diagrams also helped to understand how

organization work together to solve the problem.

Procedure:

vi)

Ask participants to select an undisturbed place for a discussion
Provide 2 different colors of manila paper, pens, glue and scissors
Ask the participants to list all the organizations (formal and informal)
working in the area
Ask them to prepare circles representing these organizations, sized according
to their importance. The size of the circles tells us about the relative perceived
importance of these organizations
Ask them to draw a circle or square representing the community
Ask them to draw a circle or square representing the organizations around
within the village circle depending upon relationship, importance and
influence of the organization. Thus for example:
* Overlapping circles means that the organization work together
/ collaborate.

» Circles in the outside the village / circle indicate whether they are:

v' Based and operate in the village (wholly inside - the CBOs)

v Based outside but operate in (half in half out of the town circle)

or

v' Based and operate outside the village i.e. (outside the town)
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vii)  Try to understand the perceptions of the participants as expressed through

the positioning of the circles.

Viii) When discussion occurs amongst the villagers, listen carefully and take notes

(discretely)
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Annex (B) Profiles of major children support organisations and
Key Interviews

1) STREET CHILDREN NGO NETWORK

C/O Chairperson SCNN

Mr. Basoga Simon

Tigers Club Project

P.O. Box 7737, Mengo Hill Kisenyi
Kampeala.
E-mail:tigers@starcom.Ug.

Why we Network
1. Co-ordinate activities related to removal and care of street children.
2. To increase on awareness on issues that affects children and lead them
to street life
3. To improve the capacity of NGOs working with street children.
4. To share experiences and lessons learnt in dealing with street children.
5. To jointly raise the voices of the voiceless children.

NGO'’s that make the Network
* Tigers Club Project

* Another Life International

* Give me a Chance

* An Open Door

* Ray of Hope

* Youth Revival Association

* Grace Rehabilitation Center
* Uganda Heritage Roots

» Viva Network

=  MIF A - Mission for All
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* Chosen Generation

* Uganda Children Center.

* Sports Outreach

* Grace Rehabilitation

» Katwe Youth Development Association

=  Kids in Need.

v Government bodies:
1. Ministry of Gender Labour & Social Development
- National Council for Children (NCC)
- Children & Youth Desk
- Kampiringisa National Rehabilitation Center
- Naguru Remand Home.
- Policy guidelines
- Children in Conflict with the law.

2. District Labour Offices Guidance & Monitoring
3. District probation Offices » on Children Issues.

4. Kampala City Council.

5. Uganda Police }Chﬂd and family protection Unit
Children in Conflict with law

- UNICEF - Karamajongo Children )Guidance on
- Uganda Human Rights Commission ("Children Human

Rights

International Labour Organization:
- Advocate to stopping all forms of Child Labour.
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2) KIDS IN NEED (KIN)
Musajja Lumbwa Road, P.O. Box 22799, Kampala-Uganda
Tel.256 414 271 009, Email: kin@infocom.co.ug

Capacity building and awareness arising

KIN empowers communities through training and awareness rising on issues
affecting children’s rights. Community Systems have been set up to lobby and
advocate for the welfare and rights of children. Such systems include Child
Labour Committees (CLCs) at village and national levels in target areas. This is
done through community outreach, mobilization and training of local leaders
and other key community members on rights issues especially Child labor.
Awareness rising is done through meetings with key partners and organizing
grand campaigns in communities where children are vulnerable to abuse such as
Child labour.

KIN has formed children’s Rights Clubs in various schools that we partner with.
Members of the clubs are trained in children’s rights and issues such as child
labor and HIV/ AIDS. These advocacy materials are in various languages and are
widely disseminated.

Through capacity building and awareness rising, Communities are able to
campaign against all forms of child labour, advocate for all children to be in
school, withdraw those working and follow up them up after they have been
taken back to school. In order to facilitate this voluntary exercise, KIN motivate s
the communities with bicycles.

Psychosocial Support to children withdrawn from working on the street:

Children who are withdrawn from work on the streets are assisted to cope with
uncertainty and stigmatization in the society.  Social workers at KIN
rehabilitation centers provide regular counseling sessions to these children while
organizing recreation activities and engage them in sports, music dance and
drama. These initiatives develop children’s coping strategies, train them in
important life skills and offer them a much-needed listening ear. Most children
who have benefited are happy and productive people in society. Those who have
become professionals come to encourage their friends who are still struggling
with their own development.
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Formal Education as a basic right:

We at KIN believe that formal education must be at the forefront against the
many problems facing children in Africa. We are committed to this cause and
will commit all our resources and energy to achieve this goal. Girls have for long
been left out of development but we say it is not too late. Our priority goes
towards the education of the girl. Through parents, local leaders, child labour
committees and good will partners, children, especially girls engaged in child
labor are removed and put in schools. The children are supported with scholastic
materials and other necessary help especially in the area of capacity building for
improved education.

Economic strengthening

This intervention bolsters the safety nets of communities to prevent children
from dropping out of school in order to engage in child labour. One approach
KIN uses is to train communities to run small income generating businesses, then
form savings and micro-credit groups on village levels. Group members are
supported to start income generating activities after training in basic skills of
market assessment, savings and record keeping for their products. In addition,
these groups work to meet their basic household needs as well as the scholastic
requirements of their children.

The second approach is to provide formal skills training to children who decide
that they do not want to study in traditional formal schooling. Through our
experience most children engaged in child labor, especially those on the streets,
are severely affected by HIV/AIDS. Most children are forced to work in order to
take care of their siblings. In these circumstances, these children are assisted
through on job skills training in order to improve their lives by working as
professionals. At the end of their training, they graduate with certificates or
diplomas.

Networking

KIN is an aggressive member of the National Child labor forum that is currently
steered by the National Council for Children (NCC) in the ministry of gender
labour and social development. The forum has various members from different
NGOs advocating for children’s rights. Among the members are ILO, labor
officers, the federation of employers and other key players from line ministries.

KIN wuses this platform annually to share experience and dissemination of
information on Child labour, HIV/AIDS, and other issues negatively affecting
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children. At this level, KIN has contributed to policy change at the national and
district levels.

KIN Vision statement:

A society where children are empowered and their rights respected for a
constructive and meaningful life.

KIN Mission statement

KIN exists to promote the status of vulnerable children in Uganda so that they
live a meaningful life through capacity building and contributing to a conducive
environment.

KIN Philosophy

Believing that children are an integral part of society, have a right to live a
meaningful and constructive life, and with conviction that street children are a
result of social problems, poor Governance and lack of capacity, Kin commits
herself to promote the status of vulnerable children in Uganda.

Values

The shared values of KIN aim at empowering communities to support
vulnerable children as well as offering committed services to those under the
program. This is achieved through practicing a high level of, commitment,
innovativeness, teamwork, transparency and accountability.

3) Children Restoration Outreach (CRO): Mukama Janet

Some organizations have supported former street children into successful
people. For example, since CRO in Mbale came into being so far they have one
university graduate from Mukono University, two police officers, and they have
a foot ball team now playing in the super league of Uganda. CRO has managed
to remove street children and saved them from child labour. They were awarded
the International Labour Organisation award for having removed 500,000

children from the street, where they were potential victims of child labour. This
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year they hope to send 3 girls to Mukono University; these girls come from

Bugisu, Teso and Karamoja.

CRO Vision: A society where street children leave a life as originally intended by
God.

CRO Mission: To rebuild the lives of street children restore and reconcile them
with God and their families empowering them to become productive members of

society.

Again CRO has a project of farming poultry and dairy. They operate a
community activity clubs for guardians. “We do sensitize community about
HIV/AIDS by conducting community meetings and doing home visits.” CRO
staff train children to drive, play music become teachers, besides attaining
education from primary one to the University. In training emphasis is on child-
centered skills development in areas of life skill training e.g. general discipline,

hygiene, self-esteem, friendship making, and time keeping.

CRO feeds about 550 children per day and the sick bay handles cases of children
with fractures and these are mostly boys. The challenges CRO faces are shortages
of drugs, children come once and don’t want to come back again and also that

people ignore medication because they believe more in witchcraft.

4) Director Noahs Arc: Mrs Prossy Hamilie

“We were the first organization here in Busia to help street children This
particular house was purposely built for street children home since 2000 it used
to accommodate children giving them counseling and support thereafter
resettle them back to their homes currently we are tracking the parents of street

children and supporting the orphans to go back to school. The challenges we
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don’t have funds but the little funds available is used to conduct training the
community about drug abuse eradication of street children habits. We collect
them through their leaders and talk to them about 500 children were hosted here

and trained”

5) Mr. Munyani R.: Program officer Happy Childhood Foundation Busia

We pick these street children from the street return them to school those who
don’t want to go back are given life planning skills. Female are given
apprenticeship like tailoring. We have been in service since 2001 and have a
target of 254 children per year but due to un avoidable problems and lack of
funds we reached 95 and out of that 22 were returned to school others were
trained in apprenticeship. The trend is decreasing due to the fact that we have
engaged in IGAs to the poor families who are the source and main breeders of

the street children.

6) Namukove: Child and Family Protection Unit, Uganda Police Busia

When street children are picked we try to look for their families and establish
why they left their homes. There is some decrease with girls because they are
cooperative but boys are unruly. We always mount operations and collect them
and talk to them. They always say that they are being mistreated by their step
mothers and step fathers. I would suggest that authorities set up a centre where
to keep these children and train them in some skills. These children are involved
in picking and doing petty jobs like carrying people’s loads, water, food, cleaning
compounds sometimes stealing people’s money and properties. That little money
confuses them and they remain there permanently. They are being tortured
when they try to steal and they have no choice but to sleep in the coldness and
rain. I propose there should be NGOs to host them for us the police we collect
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them hand them over the Probation department. Most of these children are
orphans. I still insist that there should be an NGO to set up a home to deal with

all street children.

7) Mbarara Municipality: Principal Community Development Officer

Our strategic plan is to reintegrate those children back to their homes/families.
The best place is the family not institution. But urban areas have a challenge
because it's also a challenge to identify these children families, because some
children are dumped on the street. The Ministry of Gender is developing policies
and standards to be followed in our implementations with non-governmental
organizations but it is trying. We are also working with institutions that have
established themselves to help take street children off the street. We are also

monitoring their activities. However:

Government should take the issue of street children seriously. This should
be given priority because the Ministry of Gender is too under funded
when it comes to street children issues. Street children are mostly in urban
environments not districts.

8) Mbarara: District Probation Officer Mbarara

With assistance we have put in place a plan to resettle these children taking them
and placing them in schools and some back home. The solution is in sensitization
of the local leaders at the lower LCs. However funding is a problem especially
since the graduated tax was scrapped local government has found it difficult in
effecting any programme appropriately. However we need counseling and
integration of street kids into the community. We have the District and Orphans
and Vulnerable Children Strategic Plan - it covers all the children. So far we have

done the mapping, and also working with NGOs such as Ankole Dioceses but of

An Appraisal of the Magnitude of the Street Children Problem in Uganda commissioned by 59
Street Children NGOS Network (SCNN) in Partnership with Kids in Need (KIN). December, 2008



course they are overwhelmed by numbers i.e. addressing assistance to about

12,000 children only and yet we have 95,000 children in the whole district.

9) Emily Glisson: New Testament Churches of Christ (NTCC), Mbarara

When we receive them we take them to District Probation Office they are the
ones who know where they take the kids. People ignore kids because they have
no where to put them. There is need to create more employment because please
ignore the kids because people ignore the kids because they have nothing to give

them. Some kids run away from parents for being stubborn and come to streets.

10) Patricia Kokura: Missionary Mbarara Uganda. pattkokura@yahoo.com:
Project: JERICHO Road Youth Project- 011-256-0712-623-711. They provide a

home for disadvantaged children in Africa. Miss patricia has a home in Kijungu

Mbarara.

11) Bebora Gotto: Amara Matsya Street Children’s home

Madam Bebora Gotto rejected the interviewed but some voluntary information
came out. The home keeps about 30 kids aging between 8 to 17 years. At the time
of the study is no children were going to school. The respondent children from
this said they were still undergoing counseling. However, on taking interviews
with local authorities AMagara Masya home was not known to LC III Chairman.
The probation officer, the police child protection unit and community

development officer
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12) Namigadde Joyce Senior Probation Officer Luwero (Children and Youth)

We often arrest them because young boys steal people’s property; they have
homes (some) but still stay on streets. Child prostitutes like to renting one room
selling themselves at 500/= or chapattis, but these come from schools. Some
Pastors sometimes bring children from villages when they come they turn into
street children. e.g. Pastor Mangeri the children she took to her mission. Makes
them work in a store. Most are thieves. Some people mislead them. For example,
in Bombo Army Primary school someone convinced 6 girls who ended up in her
local brew bar. The woman was arrested after claming the children were
orphans but afterwards they are identified by their parents. We have it in our

strategic plan to work with partner who can keep children in their committees.

13) Director - Katwe Youth Development Association

Our Mission is to get as many children as possible off the streets and resettle
them back to their homes. We have been able to do this through street out
reaches by talking to them. For the start we were doing this through sports
activities like football games etc. We also trained peers leaders to encourage
other children like-themselves who were still on the streets to come and join our
Organisation. Others came by themselves after realizing what we were doing at
the Centre was also important to them. We have spent 13 years. In 1993-94/95
most of the children were drug addicts; they used drugs like Fina, Petro,
Mirungi. So we had problems in rehabilitating them. In most cases, the
information these children would give us about themselves was not true, some
give false names, they tend to lie about their relatives but in the end after
spending good amount of time with them then they reveal to you everything
about them. Some have been mistreated in their homes others are orphans and

some are just stubborn and end up running away from their homes. We have so
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far, taken back home about 300 children. In many cases we have made follow
ups of these children at their homes. When they behave themselves, we consider
that a success and so close their files. So far currently we have 87 children, 44 of

whom stay here full time and 43 part-time and go back to their families.

We also work with other organisations we partner with such as KIN, Tigers
Club, and Missionaries of the Poor. FOCA, Voice of the Disadvantaged in Mengo
Ray of Hope in Namuwaongo, Open Door in Bulange Kayiwa Zone, African

Child in Need in Nsambya and Many others.

14) Mr. Alule Micheal

Principal of the National Rehabilitation Center
Kampiringisa

0772 670 986.

I have served in this capacity for over 18 years, so all my career life has been
dedicated to children and Youth. My mandate relates to the aspect of the
Ministry of Gender changed with issues of children in this country. As a Ministry
we implement laws, objectives, policies and supervise how these policies are
being or are carried out by stake holders like NGO’s and other child related
institutions.

We also check and monitor these policies to ensure that they are properly
conducted and abided upon. But in particular as a Principal of Kampiringisa,
“that Center has been degazetted for the purpose of rehabilitating, re-equipping
and eventually resettling the children back to their communities.

This is a department for children and Youth and it is charged with the mandate
of observing the importance and needs of children and Youth who are
vulnerable in this Country.

As linked to our mandate that’s what we do also reaching to those corridors in
this country to protect those vulnerable children who have been left out. We
have recovered many of them from the streets rehabilitate them give chance to
those who missed opportunities of going to school. Provide shelter and other
basic needs like any normal child in a good caring home.
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Since the intervention by the Ministry, that is firstly in 2000. The Ministry came
up with street children strategy, a document to meaningfully identify street
children pull and push factors.Earlier on the Ministry, through Children’s Act
had been mindful and mandated to register NGOs to avert the risk of children on
the streets.

Despite all these interventions, the street children Phenomenon is increasing, but
the trend is also changing from town to town, from region to region. We are now
experiencing not only street children but also street families like the Karimajongs
especially from the Eastern Corridor.

While in some of these Northern regions the situation is not as big as it is in
Kampala as one would have expected due to the wars in the North and conflicts
in the Eastern. That family bond is still strong so very few or none let go of their
children.

Naturally boys are more pronounced than the girls. Because the girls are
normally taken up for jobs like house girls etc. unlike boys that are popular in
market streets selling polythene bags and other small items. But in the case of the
Karimajongs it is the “opposite”. The girls are more pronounced than the boys
on the streets of Kampala.

Intervention as a Ministry for the street children emanates right from the legal
frame-work that Uganda has chosen to follow. By mere ratification Uganda
committed itself to do much more for the protection and development growth
for its children.

Uganda also ratified the (OAU) Organization of African Unity Charter for the
welfare of the African child. This is not so different from the UN Convention.
That is the UNAPAC - United Nations Action Plan Advocacy for Children,
which had the following binding principles: Child Protection, Child
Participation, Child Development and others. This mandates the Government to
look after its own children and protecting them better.

As a Principal from my experience, the children who have been withdrawn from
the streets know that there are staff who provide care for them and after they are
rehabilitated, they are integrated back into their families and committees. But
there are those boys that are very difficult and do not know where to belong
because they have been on the streets long enough and have been exposed to
drug abuse.

While on the streets, many of street children engage in petty thefts to capital
offences, they are also being abused; they are being exploited and yet paid
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peanuts. The girl children are subjected to prostitution. They abuse drugs, there
is no constructive life on the streets, and they lack guidance.

{On the causes] I work with them. I am in charge of all children related issues.
Attributes are driven on to Peer Pressure; others come to town for better jobs, but
lack employable skills. It is all debatable.

[On recommendations] We aim at importing them with skills such as vocational
training programmes, carpentry, mechanical works, social work, agricultural,
electric and others.

I cannot openly give records about these children because like in any
Organization such information is kept as confidential; to safe guard the rights
and wishes of the would-be party in issue. So what we can help you with is
probably journals unfortunately I do not have any readily available but we have
some in our library. But The Children Act (Cap.59) will assist you.

We have documents like;

% The National Strategic Plan
% Children For NGOs Stake Holders and Other Vulnerable Children Policy.

[Conclusively] I wish this study would be a bit Broadened to encompass
vulnerable children such as: - Children in Child Labour

- Early Marriages

- Children in Conflict (war) Zones

- Child sacrifices etc.

So that we have a holistic image of issues that are challenging to children

15) An interview with Mr. Adrian Kalemeera the Field supervisor Uganda
Youth Development Link on the 15t December 2008. Kampala District

I am Adrian Kalemeera the field Supervisor UYDEL Kampala branch. From my
own experience the program on street children and Orphans Vulnerable
Children are high risk youth groups, we provide training about reproductive
health, drug abuse, child rights protection, vocation or livelihood training.

UYDEL started in 1993 but in 2007 we reached 748 children and youth 304 male
and 444 female. The trend is increasing on both sex girls are being brought in to
work as house maids and boys come in to work as casual petty jobs like carrying
water. On their arrival in Kampala they find themselves idle and disorderly
involve in petty crimes like pick pocketing, you have been hearing about metal
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bars hitting petty thriving on the bypass. They do all of those because they want
survival, they need to be cared for, they need skills of how to live a decent life.

We need government intervention to be able to provide effective training of these
children. The government should directly fund and coordinate the whole
exercise; this can be so through Ministry of Finance and economic Development
(Micro finance), Gender and Welfare and Health each of the above ministries
should have a vote for street and OVCs children. Education both formal and
informal, psychosocial support is needed to them hope.

(On the push factors) they talk of Poverty orphan-hood, peer group pressure,
(About their aspirations) They talk of becoming Doctors and associate to
profound jobs, they want to live good life desire being big. They always want to
make quick easy money. But how can a someone 15years old talk of becoming a
doctor who have never gone beyond primary education..

(Apart from UYDEL) There are AMLEF, Mengo Youth Link.

I recommend that more research should be done, Government intensify village
retention programs to prevent the source of the influx to the city.

16) An interview with the key informant Mr. Kakande Godfrey Secretary for
defense Kisenyi II parish Kakajo

My mandate is to provide security with (Karimajong and other people) that they
sleep well and no one disturbs them. Ever since 1994 I have been a defense
Secretary, but for the Karamajongo they came way back five years ago. But what
defeats me is that the police always comes here rounds them and pack them on
the lorries take them were ever they take them but only one the following days
they are all back here. It seems there are people who gains from Karamajongo
being on the street.

The trend is increasing, as I had told you that there are people who are benefiting
from the whole activity, ever themselves women go back to their villages and
collect those children bring them here for the purpose of making money.

The complaint forwarded by other people is that they are tidy, stink, do petty
thieving pickpocket, but we have done a lot we have taught them good manners
they now greet people wash their hands and body, generally observe hygiene. By
the way these people take chance of every thing eatable they collect dead chicken
rotten fish fruits and food which they bring in here to eat.
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The street kids always complain of that their fellow big boys abuse, beat and take
their belongings, they complain of police and other security organs that they beat
them up rob them their belongings like money.

They face a lot of challenges, they don’t have where to sleep, due to their way of
life back in Karamoja they sleep any where whether in open or crowded in small
rooms. Women go out together with children to beg and pick. For the men they
do all casual jobs and metal crafts like rat traps. And what is funny about the
men don’t sleep here they sleep in Katwe.

(How can they be helped?) It requires NGOs to come for their rescue, remove
them from here and resettle them somewhere else. I wanted if there is any sort of
help should be passed through the LCs because we are the ones who understand
better their problems. The cause of their situation is mainly it is poverty and
national social economic and political neglect. They very much desire to have
separate place where they are being helped and catered for.

(Do you have any records about them?) Normally I don’t keep records.

Some people are helping them. There are, Africa for Christ Evangelistic Ministry
led by Rosemary Nakiru on mobile no. 0712889931 always has helped in terms of
food clothing’s and many others.

(On recommendation) If there is any institution or an individual like you have
something of help to these people in general should always pass through the LCs
and my mobile no. is 0777031127 Kakande Godfrey defense Kakajo zone Kisenyi.

17) An interview with the Chairman of Kakajo zone, Mr. Ssonko Eriyabu

I am the chairman of this place called Kakajo zone Kisenyi ii. Ours is to welcome
and host the Karimajongo.

I have been the Chairman since 1992 we give help to these people once they
arrive here in terms livelihood skills. They give reasons that in their place there is
insecurity, hunger drought, poverty and no any survival activities more
especially when one or both of parents dies. You may find a woman collects all
children about ten of them and brings them to make money for her and look for
food for themselves.

The trend is increasing mostly girls between 3-5 years who are lured from
villages to come and baby seat. Most people complain about untidiness petty
thieving pick pocketing.
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(How do these children end up here?) The problems is that their parents died
and their relatives chest them away from homes and land of their deceased
parents. These OVCs either hand themselves to these women or are being loaned
out by their relatives to these women to ferry them to urban areas Kampla
inclusive, That it is the mistreatment of their parents and the development in the
city which is going on that lure them to come.

Challenges are they don’t have where to sleep, they get into accidents while on
the streets begging. Boys and men have found themselves activities like metal
crafts and casual labour and security guards services

Though, there are NGOs who bring to them clothes and food. When we sit as LC
meetings they tell us that they are fed up with the life here although it is not
better than at their homes and they are ready to go back if they are helped. There
are churches, like St. Balikuddembe, Their MP from Karamoja . They have even
their group leaders who guide them.

(Do you have records?) No I don’t have at the moment.

(On recommendations) We as government should come in and collect them put
them into permanent homes where adequate care can be provided with them

and also all their school going children should be taken back to school as of now
there is UPE and USE

18) An interview with the Karamojongo Kisenyi Community Leaders
In this interview the main check list was not systematical followed.

The situation at home in Karamoja is pathetic; there is famine which has
wretched every chance to the four human necessities Food Shelter Health and
social services. The internal conflicts among the seven Karamojongo clans (Bian
Bokola, Tepeth, Dodoth, Matheniko,Pokot ....

You may be surprised to here it but it is the reality that majority on the streets of
Kampala are of Bokora clan for the simple reason that they are nowadays not
involved in cattle rustling. For other tribes in Karamoja are still holding guns
which they had hidden and are still active in cattle rustling therefore they can
stay around.

Famine in Karamoja has persisted due to lack of rain for sometime and the
government has neglected the Bokora people by depriving them security against
our fellow tribes” people sometimes one is prompted to say that there is no
government at all in Bokora area. Infrastructures are in pathetic state there is no
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health services in most cases we are forced to carry the sick in hands for a long
distance like 10-15 kilometers to Matanyi the only hospital. Education in the area
is impossible children have to walk for along journeys 5 kilometers to reach
school and parents have to pay for 15000/= for lower primary and 30000/ = for
upper primary.

In case of aid is availed it stops at the headquarters poor people don’t get it.
There is no drinking water one can take a whole week without seeing water.
Government should drill bore holes or piped water Roads are bad they are not
maintained at all no vehicle can pass. Those are the most important pull factors
which pushed Bokora people urban places as far as Iganga Jinja Kampala and
many others.

To help the Karamajongo street children the government should collect them and
put them in a home with proper care. There should be income generating
activities organized by the Karamojongo. We can do agriculture and grow
ground nuts cassava, maize, and sorghum, just only provide us with tools like
hoes, pangas and animal traction, pesticides, and pumps.

Here the situation is bad for us we sometimes fail to get what to eat we are
forced to eat chicken intestines have you ever eaten them? For us that is what we
eat here and collecting them we are beaten, when we pick wasted maize,
potatoes cassava we are pushed and beaten and yet we help them dispose off
some of these stuffs. We don’t have any proper place to sleep in we sleep in
open don’t you see all my belongings and the rest are all here. We safer from
coldness at night we are bitten by mosquitoes, bed bugs, lice and jiggers. Why do
you think the government had neglected us? It is the Karamajongo who are
arrested and yet there other tribes who also beg and pick.

The major point is the government should resettle us back home at Lomotoit this
place belongs to Bokola it is fertile and good place if the government can give us
security and basic necessities.

For a short term the authorities should provide us with accommodation
adequate security, health facilities. We need to be sensitized and relief aids as of
now we relay on our women who bread-win by picking wasted grains like rice,
maize beans the collect dead chickens thrown away foods and vegetables. We
are being segregated we cannot do any work where ever we pass everyone
curses “those Karamajongos”.

19) An interview with Tiger Club Social Worker

I am Chris Rugaba I hail from Kabale a Mukiga and a social worker with.
Tigers Club, I welcome street children who report in and I take care of the
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whole property and an emergency health centre also I am in charge of
training Tiger Boys in all trades and accommodate them in Tiger Rooms.

So far we have 10 rooms scattered around Kampala. We select among those
who have reported here those who are school going we resettle them back
home or guardians and provide them with “entandikwa” to enable them look
after the child and pay school fees. Those who are not school going ages we
host them to tiger rooms each room accommodates two boys and distribute
them to garages and workshops, training schools and vocational schools for
various trades according to ones choice and availability. We keep these boys
up to 17 years once one comes to 18 that is an adult. I have been with Tiger
for 10 years and 4 years with other institutions which adds up to 14 years
experience. I have handled 600 only boy.

For historical reason that Tigers club was started by one White photographer
in 1994, around Post office he took a snap of street boys who were gathered
around there. The boys quickly charged on him and demanded to be paid
and the photographer accepted to pay them on condition that the payment is
done to the group but not an individual. So he bought a football for them and
secured a space opposite Sheraton gardens and started a football team.
Football restores discipline, one must listen to the coach adhere to the referee
and restore friendship with the others he is playing with. It builds dignity
and inspires someone for the higher gains. To such level one must open up
and once he opens up for us we take the advantage to know who is he what
he wants where he comes from what he wants to do.

The trend is increasing like for example yesterday 4" December 2008 alone
we received 24 boys yet every week we receive at an average of 20 boys. The
reason being the industrial growth, break up of marriages, single
parenthoods and polygamy; for example 75% of street boys we receive belong
to Muslem, 15% Catholics 4.5% Church of Uganda and 0.5% born again.

Poverty is also too much like one day I took a boy for resettling but when we

reach home poverty was too much so we had to sit and decide to bring back
the boy. Child abuse, HIV/AIDS are some of the causes. All in all 70% of the
street children are from central.

I need to say this although I will be rebuked but that is the truth, the unit
culture these people (Baganda) are talking about is on top but not on the
bottom. Because when you resettle a child today tomorrow he will be back on
the street; where as children resettled in the West and the North never come
back and only in the East is 0.4% comes back.
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A child is a community asset but that is not the case in the central when you
take their son, no one will bother to welcome you instead neighbors stop you
on the way and demand that also be given “entandikwa” but in the North the
whole village gathers to welcome back their son and they will make a feast.
One day we took a child to Hoima his parents were not at home but the
neighbor welcomed us and gave us a goat which we brought here as a
symbol of love and unity.

(The public) They call the street children all sorts of names thieves, bayaye,
mad, bayaga. An example, one street child his palm was cut-off because he
had stolen scrap. Good enough we recovered the palm and took it with the
boy to hospital now the boy has his hand and fingers functioning well.

(On how these children end up on street) they are abused by step parents,
mothers, family conflicts, security personnel brutality for example,
Kampilingisa is a place where no children rights are observed and another
thing is poverty.

(On challenges) there area A lot of dangers. They are not secure both in the
rural and in the city. There is sexual abuse and a lot of insecurity. There is this
LC Vice chairmanship in Uganda. If there is any title which is not worthy its
being is LC Vice chairpersonship. It should be scrapped off. These people
fight to be elected but never performe and yet it is clear that LC Vice
chairpersons all over Uganda their main obligation are the children of
Uganda but tell me any including his Excellence the Vice President.

At Tiger Club when we resettle children we give a start up capital to the
family to take off and pay school fees, we also use the child as a link up point
to reach families.

(On visions of street children)They want to excel in life one boy desired to be
a pilot now he is in Primary 6 we have secured an air ticket for him to fly and
get inspired by his dreams of becoming a pilot. We have grandaunts from
Makerere, Mukono and one boy is in Mwiri he once called me that “uncle if I
graduate I would like to start up an institution like yours (Tigers Club) to
help children in need”

(Do have any records) un fortunately we have given all our pamphlets and
other writing away I can only find a brochure.

(Do you know other people helping street children?) There is Open door,
dwelling places. KIN, Mission for all, Grace Rehabilitation Centre, Bambejja
and Give me a Chance.
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(Conclusively) The street children are not an individual problem but a
national issue not to be left to government Ministry alone. Street children
should be respected; Security organizations don’t respect street children.
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